Torn Between the Two Salty Ghetto Soap
Operas

It's a tale as old as time itself: two working-class families, living in different
parts of the country, but with one thing in common: they're both the focus of
a long-running soap opera. EastEnders, set in the fictional London borough
of Walford, has been on the air since 1985. Emmerdale, set in the fictional
Yorkshire village of Beckindale, has been on the air since 1972.

Over the years, these two shows have become cultural touchstones in the
UK. They've tackled some of the most pressing social issues of the day,
from unemployment and poverty to drug addiction and domestic violence.
They've also provided a glimpse into the lives of ordinary people, living in
extraordinary circumstances.
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But which one is better? That's a cuestion that has been debated by fans
for decades. EastEnders is often praised for its gritty realism, while
Emmerdale is seen as more heartwarming and wholesome. But both
shows have their own strengths and weaknesses.

EastEnders is set in a more urban environment, and its storylines often
reflect the challenges of living in a big city. The characters are more likely to
be dealing with poverty, crime, and unemployment. The show has also
been praised for its groundbreaking storylines, which have included the first
lesbian kiss on British television and the first same-sex marriage.

Emmerdale is set in a more rural environment, and its storylines are often
more focused on family and community. The characters are more likely to
be farmers or shopkeepers, and the show has a more traditional feel to it.
Emmerdale has also been praised for its beautiful scenery and its strong
sense of place.

So which one is better? It really depends on your personal preferences. If
you prefer gritty realism, then EastEnders is probably the better choice. If
you prefer heartwarming and wholesome stories, then Emmerdale is
probably the better choice.

No matter which one you choose, you're sure to be entertained. Both
EastEnders and Emmerdale are long-running soap operas that have
something to offer everyone.

The Characters

One of the things that makes EastEnders and Emmerdale so popular is
their characters. Both shows have a large cast of characters, each with



their own unique personality and backstory. Over the years, some of these

characters have become household names.

Some of the most popular EastEnders characters include:

Peggy Mitchell: The matriarch of the Mitchell family, Peggy is a strong
and independent woman who has been through a lot in her life. She is
always there for her family, no matter what.

Phil Mitchell: Peggy's son, Phil is a hard man with a soft heart. He is
often involved in criminal activity, but he also has a good side.

lan Beale: The owner of the Queen Victoria pub, lan is a kind and
caring man who is always willing to help others. However, he can also
be quite naive and gullible.

Sharon Watts: lan's ex-wife, Sharon is a strong and independent
woman who has been married several times. She is always looking for
love, but she has also been hurt many times.

Kat Slater: A single mother of three, Kat is a tough and resilient woman
who has overcome many challenges in her life. She is always there for
her children, and she is always willing to fight for what she believes in.

Some of the most popular Emmerdale characters include:

Ashley Thomas: The vicar of Emmerdale, Ashley is a kind and caring
man who is always there for his parishioners. He is also a devoted
husband and father.

Laurel Thomas: Ashley's wife, Laurel is a strong and independent
woman who is always supportive of her husband. She is also a loving



mother to their children.

Paddy Kirk: The village vet, Paddy is a kind and compassionate man
who is always willing to help others. He is also a bit of a joker, and he
always brings a smile to people's faces.

Chas Dingle: The landlady of the Woolpack pub, Chas is a strong and
independent woman who is always looking out for her family and
friends. She is also a bit of a gossip, but she always has her heart in
the right place.

Robert Sugden: Chas's son, Robert is a troubled young man who has
been through a lot in his life. He is often involved in criminal activity,
but he also has a good side.

The Storylines

Both EastEnders and Emmerdale have a long history of producing

memorable storylines. Over the years, these shows have tackled some of

the most pressing social issues of the day, from unemployment and poverty

to drug addiction and domestic violence.

Some of the most memorable EastEnders storylines include:

The death of Den Watts: In 1989, Den Watts was killed off in a
shocking storyline that sent shockwaves through the nation. The
storyline was so controversial that it led to a public outcry.

The "Who Shot Phil?" storyline: In 2001, Phil Mitchell was shot by an
unknown assailant. The storyline kept viewers guessing for weeks, and
it was eventually revealed that Phil's own mother, Peggy, was the one
who shot him.



= The Lucy Beale murder storyline: In 2014, Lucy Beale was murdered
in a shocking storyline that shocked the nation. The storyline was so
controversial that it led to a public outcry.

= The Max and Stacey affair storyline: In 2015, Max Branning and
Stacey Fowler had an affair. The storyline was so controversial that it
led to a public outcry.

= The Ben Mitchell coming out storyline: In 2017, Ben Mitchell came out
as gay in a groundbreaking storyline. The storyline was so
controversial that it led to a public outcry.

Some of the most memorable Emmerdale storylines include:

= The Woolpack fire: In 1993, the Woolpack pub was destroyed in a fire.
The storyline was so controversial that it led to a public outcry.

= The Mark Wylde murder storyline: In 2004, Mark Wylde was murdered
by his wife, Lisa. The storyline was so controversial that it led to a
public outcry.

= The Katie Sugden suicide storyline: In 2015, Katie Sugden committed
suicide in a shocking storyline that shocked the nation. The storyline
was so controversial that it led to a public outcry.

= The Robron wedding storyline: In 2017, Robert Sugden and Aaron
Dingle married in a groundbreaking storyline. The storyline was so
controversial that it led to a public outcry.

= The Maya Stepney grooming storyline: In 2019, Maya Stepney
groomed and sexually abused Jacob Gallagher. The storyline was so
controversial that it led to a public outcry.



The Impact

EastEnders and Emmerdale have had a significant impact on British
culture. Both shows have been praised for their groundbreaking storylines,
which have tackled some of the most pressing social issues of the day.
They have also provided a glimpse into the lives of ordinary people, living
in extraordinary circumstances.

EastEnders and Emmerdale have also had a significant impact on the
British television industry. Both shows have been hugely popular with
viewers, and they have helped to make soap operas one of the most
popular genres on British television.

EastEnders and Emmerdale are two of the most popular and successful
soap operas in British history. They have entertained and informed viewers
for decades, and they have had a significant impact on British culture and
the British television industry.
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