
The Autobiography of Thomas Jefferson: A
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Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the United States, was a man of
many talents and accomplishments. He was a brilliant writer, a skilled
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diplomat, and a visionary architect. But perhaps his most enduring legacy is
the autobiography he wrote in the twilight of his years.

Jefferson's autobiography is a revealing and insightful account of one of the
most pivotal figures in American history. Written in a clear and concise
style, Jefferson's autobiography offers a glimpse into the mind and
motivations of a man who shaped the course of a nation.
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Early Life and Education

Thomas Jefferson was born on April 13, 1743, at Shadwell, his family's
plantation in Albemarle County, Virginia. He was the third of ten children
born to Peter and Jane Jefferson. Jefferson's father was a successful
planter and surveyor, and his mother was a well-educated woman who
instilled in her son a love of learning.

Jefferson's early education was informal, but he was a voracious reader
and quickly developed a thirst for knowledge. He attended the College of
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William and Mary from 1760 to 1762, where he studied law, mathematics,
and philosophy.

Revolutionary War

After graduating from college, Jefferson returned to Virginia and began
practicing law. He quickly became involved in politics and was elected to
the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1769. Jefferson was a vocal opponent
of British policies and played a leading role in the growing movement for
independence.

In 1775, Jefferson was appointed to the Continental Congress, where he
served on the committee that drafted the Declaration of Independence.
Jefferson's eloquent prose and persuasive arguments helped to convince
the Congress to adopt the Declaration, which became the founding
document of the United States.

Diplomatic Career

After the Declaration of Independence was adopted, Jefferson was sent to
France as a diplomat. He served as the American minister to France from
1785 to 1789. During his time in France, Jefferson negotiated several
important treaties and helped to secure French support for the American
Revolution.

Jefferson returned to the United States in 1789 and was appointed
Secretary of State by President George Washington. As Secretary of State,
Jefferson played a key role in the development of American foreign policy.
He also helped to establish the Bank of the United States and the
University of Virginia.



Presidency

Jefferson was elected President of the United States in 1800. He served
two terms in office, from 1801 to 1809. During his presidency, Jefferson
expanded the United States westward through the Louisiana Purchase,
and he also led the country to victory in the War of 1812.

Jefferson retired from public life in 1809 and returned to Monticello, his
plantation in Virginia. He spent his remaining years writing, farming, and
corresponding with friends and family.

Legacy

Thomas Jefferson was one of the most important figures in American
history. He was a brilliant writer, a skilled diplomat, and a visionary
architect. His legacy includes the Declaration of Independence, the
Louisiana Purchase, and the University of Virginia. Jefferson's
autobiography is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn more
about this remarkable man and the times in which he lived.

Further Reading

* The Autobiography of Thomas Jefferson by Thomas Jefferson * The
Legacy of Thomas Jefferson by the Thomas Jefferson Foundation *
Thomas Jefferson by the History Channel
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