
Ten Owls in the Sky: Phonemic and
Phonological Awareness for Early Literacy
Success
Ten Owls in the Sky is a popular nursery rhyme that provides an excellent
opportunity to teach children phonemic and phonological awareness skills.
These skills are essential for early literacy success, as they help children to
understand the relationship between sounds and letters. In this article, we
will discuss how to use Ten Owls in the Sky to teach phonemic and
phonological awareness, and provide some fun and engaging activities that
you can use in your classroom or homeschool.
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What is Phonemic Awareness?

Phonemic awareness is the ability to identify and manipulate the individual
sounds (phonemes) in spoken words. This skill is essential for learning to
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read and write, as it allows children to understand how words are spelled
and how to decode unfamiliar words. Phonemic awareness can be taught
through a variety of activities, including:

*

Identifying the beginning, middle, and ending sounds in words

Segmenting words into individual sounds

Blending sounds together to form words

Manipulating sounds to create new words

What is Phonological Awareness?

Phonological awareness is the ability to identify and manipulate the larger
sound units (syllables) in spoken words. This skill is also essential for
learning to read and write, as it allows children to understand how words
are broken into syllables and how to decode multi-syllabic words.
Phonological awareness can be taught through a variety of activities,
including:

*

Identifying the number of syllables in words

Segmenting words into syllables

Combining syllables to form words

Manipulating syllables to create new words



How to Use Ten Owls in the Sky to Teach Phonemic and Phonological
Awareness

Ten Owls in the Sky is a great nursery rhyme to use to teach phonemic and
phonological awareness because it is simple and repetitive, with a clear
beat and rhythm. Here are a few activities that you can use to teach
phonemic and phonological awareness using Ten Owls in the Sky:

*

1. Identify the beginning sounds in the words. As you recite the
nursery rhyme, ask children to identify the beginning sound in each
word. For example, you could say, "What sound does 'ten' start with?"
and have children respond with "/t/."

2. Segment the words into individual sounds. Once children can
identify the beginning sounds in the words, you can start to segment
the words into their individual sounds. For example, you could say,
"What are the sounds in the word 'ten'?" and have children respond
with "/t/, /e/, /n/."

3. Blend the sounds together to form words. Once children can
segment the words into individual sounds, you can start to blend the
sounds together to form words. For example, you could say, "What
word do we get when we blend the sounds /t/, /e/, /n/ together?" and
have children respond with "ten."

4. Manipulate the sounds to create new words. Once children can
blend sounds together to form words, you can start to manipulate the
sounds to create new words. For example, you could say, "What new
word do we get if we change the first sound in the word 'ten' to /p/?"
and have children respond with "pen."



5. Identify the number of syllables in the words. As you recite the
nursery rhyme, ask children to identify the number of syllables in each
word. For example, you could say, "How many syllables are in the
word 'ten'?" and have children respond with "one."

6. Segment the words into syllables. Once children can identify the
number of syllables in the words, you can start to segment the words
into their individual syllables. For example, you could say, "What are
the syllables in the word 'ten'?" and have children respond with "ten."

7. Combine syllables to form words. Once children can segment the
words into syllables, you can start to combine the syllables to form
words. For example, you could say, "What word do we get when we
combine the syllables 'ten' and 'owls'?" and have children respond with
"ten owls."

8. Manipulate the syllables to create new words. Once children can
combine syllables to form words, you can start to manipulate the
syllables to create new words. For example, you could say, "What new
word do we get if we change the first syllable in the word 'ten owls' to
'red'?" and have children respond with "red owls."

Ten Owls in the Sky is a fun and engaging nursery rhyme that can be used
to teach children phonemic and phonological awareness skills. These skills
are essential for early literacy success, and they can be taught through a
variety of activities that are both fun and educational.

Ten Owls in the Sky Nursery Rhyme
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