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In the male-dominated world of public transport, Susan Johnson blazed a
trail as the first woman bus driver for West Bromwich Corporation Buses
(WBCB) in 1974. Her determination and resilience paved the way for future
generations of women in the industry, challenging societal norms and
inspiring countless others. This article delves into the remarkable journey of
Susan Johnson, highlighting her pioneering role and its impact on the
transport sector.

Breaking the Glass Ceiling
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Born and raised in West Bromwich, Susan Johnson had always been
fascinated by buses and dreamed of becoming a driver. However, in the
1970s, women were largely excluded from driving heavy vehicles due to
prevailing gender stereotypes. Despite the challenges, Johnson remained
undeterred.

In 1974, at the age of 25, Johnson applied for a bus driver position at
WBCB. Her application was met with skepticism and resistance, but her
passion and determination impressed the interviewing panel. She became
the first woman bus driver in West Bromwich's history, breaking a
centuries-old barrier.

Pioneering the Way

Johnson's appointment was a watershed moment for women in transport. It
challenged the perception that driving buses was exclusively a man's job
and proved that women were equally capable of handling the
responsibilities of this demanding role. Her presence on the front lines of
public transport inspired other women to pursue their own dreams in the
industry.

Johnson's early days as a bus driver were not without its difficulties. She
faced prejudice and discrimination from some male colleagues and
passengers who questioned her abilities. However, her unwavering
commitment and professionalism gradually earned her respect and
admiration.



Inspiring a Generation

Susan Johnson's legacy extends far beyond her own career. Her
pioneering spirit inspired countless women to break into the male-
dominated transport sector. She became a role model for future
generations, demonstrating that women can excel in traditionally male-
dominated professions.

Johnson's story highlighted the importance of diversity and inclusion in the
workplace. Her presence in the driving seat challenged societal norms and
paved the way for a more inclusive and representative transport industry.

Recognition and Legacy
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In recognition of her trailblazing achievements, Susan Johnson was
awarded the British Empire Medal (BEM) in 1984. She continued to drive
buses for WBCB for over 20 years, retiring in 1997.

Johnson's legacy lives on through the many women who have followed in
her footsteps. Today, women make up a significant proportion of the bus
driving workforce in West Bromwich and across the UK, thanks in no small
part to her groundbreaking role.

Susan Johnson's pioneering journey as the first woman bus driver for West
Bromwich Corporation Buses stands as a testament to the power of
determination and resilience. By breaking down barriers and challenging
societal norms, she paved the way for countless other women to pursue
their dreams in the transport industry. Her legacy continues to inspire and
empower women in all walks of life, reminding us that with determination
and passion, anything is possible.
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