
Protestant Origins in India: Tamil Evangelical
Christians 1706-1835
The arrival of Protestant missionaries in India in the early 18th century
marked a significant turning point in the religious history of the
subcontinent. These missionaries, primarily from Germany and England,
played a crucial role in introducing Protestantism to India and establishing a
strong foothold for the faith, particularly among the Tamil-speaking
population of South India.
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The Arrival of the Halle Missionaries

The first Protestant missionaries to arrive in India were Bartholomäus
Ziegenbalg and Heinrich Plütschau, who were sent by the Lutheran Halle
Mission in 1706. They established their mission in Tranquebar, a Danish
colony on the Coromandel Coast, and began their work among the Tamil-
speaking population.
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Ziegenbalg and Plütschau were devout Pietists, a movement within
Lutheranism that emphasized personal piety and a close relationship with
God. They believed that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was universally
applicable and that it should be preached to all people, regardless of their
cultural or religious background.

The Early Years of the Mission

The early years of the Halle Mission were challenging. Ziegenbalg and
Plütschau faced opposition from both the local Hindu population and the
Danish colonial authorities. However, they persevered in their work,
translating the Bible into Tamil and establishing schools and orphanages.

In 1714, Ziegenbalg died of malaria, but Plütschau continued the work of
the mission. He was joined by other Halle missionaries, including Christian
Friedrich Schwartz, who arrived in India in 1750 and became one of the
most influential missionaries of the period.

The Work of Christian Friedrich Schwartz

Christian Friedrich Schwartz played a pivotal role in the spread of
Protestantism in South India. He was a gifted linguist and translator, and he
produced numerous works in Tamil, including a translation of the New
Testament.

Schwartz also established a network of schools and churches throughout
the region. He worked closely with local Tamil leaders and played a
significant role in the development of a Tamil Christian community.

The Evangelical Revival



In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, the Evangelical Revival swept
through Europe and North America. This movement emphasized the
importance of personal conversion and a deep personal relationship with
God.

The Evangelical Revival had a profound impact on the Protestant mission
in India. Missionaries such as William Carey and Alexander Duff arrived in
India and established new missions among the Tamil-speaking population.

The Establishment of Protestantism in South India

By the mid-19th century, Protestantism had become firmly established in
South India. The Tamil Evangelical Christians were a vibrant and growing
community, with a strong network of churches, schools, and orphanages.

The Protestant mission in India had a profound impact on the social and
cultural development of the region. It introduced Western education,
healthcare, and social welfare programs, which had a positive impact on
the lives of countless Indians.

The Legacy of Protestant Origins

The legacy of Protestant origins in India continues to this day. The Tamil
Evangelical Christian community is now one of the largest and most
influential Christian communities in the country. Protestant missionaries
played a pioneering role in the of Western education, healthcare, and social
welfare programs to India, and their work has had a lasting impact on the
social and cultural development of the nation.

Protestant Origins in India: Tamil Evangelical
Christians 1706-1835 by D. Dennis Hudson

https://dissertation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkN6UXJlTEFEODlUa2xcL3Q3a0xEb1MzS3EwWjJ1TkhEYVZ6dmZrWlVYbmE3bkpUaUhQQzdVcVdXSnpXbmJoRGhIckErM3JvT20zVzBERUlGMUNNWjREcTRQcGVmYjQyc2gwb0EycVBvVVJxRU5HbTZtbStYNjdFMEZVWHVPdHdRQ2pqOW5JZ2tIMlZ3K0lrcEFLOW5lR04yR01QUkhVRVNFTUdQQTN4aXhudktJWExpQ01JSHk3SkoyUGVBR0FKeEE3dGIzNGhwN0RSaTFDRUw3QTBhdWN3PT0iLCJpdiI6IjY2YzM1YWJjNTJkNjhlYzIwOGYyOGJiMjY1NDkzYjg2IiwicyI6ImQwZjcxNTIxZmJlMjY1MjIifQ%3D%3D


5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2554 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 232 pages

French Pieces for Flute and Piano: A Journey
into Enchanting Melodies
The world of classical music is adorned with countless gems, and among
them, the exquisite repertoire of French pieces for flute and piano
stands...

The Big Clarinet Songbook: A Musical Treasure
for Aspiring Musicians
The clarinet, with its rich and evocative sound, has captured the hearts of
music lovers worldwide. For aspiring clarinet players, honing their skills
and...

FREE

https://dissertation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InNGeHFlNmE2WlZYanQ4MTFoNXg2NVJqb1wvZkVOZzc2ZDFhYXNrUzJWN3RMZlJGclFybFwvaHB5ajh6cjRCVmhPYXdXUVlGK1FpWjkyMlpSNlp6cFlTOUU1M0hQYXZBdmM5eDJcL1d4cmJFclwvalNJaTZIT1ByNmM2S2RaNlhUWHdpV2FVcFBSNlo1UHczdHpCS3g0ZnlQSHFZTFhZN2psMnlVS0pPaVU1MTY2RnkzYW13OXZyMURYSkpQTk5uMHRoVW1WT3MzVjlRdEhPcEM0a1pWcm1kaXFnPT0iLCJpdiI6ImI2ZTdmMmE2NjY2ZWVhM2E2OTI1ZmM4NTgwYWVmYTJiIiwicyI6ImNhOTk1MTU4MTM0ZGJhOGYifQ%3D%3D
https://dissertation.deedeebook.com/book/French%20Pieces%20for%20Flute%20and%20Piano%20A%20Journey%20into%20Enchanting%20Melodies.pdf
https://dissertation.deedeebook.com/book/French%20Pieces%20for%20Flute%20and%20Piano%20A%20Journey%20into%20Enchanting%20Melodies.pdf
https://dissertation.deedeebook.com/book/The%20Big%20Clarinet%20Songbook%20A%20Musical%20Treasure%20for%20Aspiring%20Musicians.pdf
https://dissertation.deedeebook.com/book/The%20Big%20Clarinet%20Songbook%20A%20Musical%20Treasure%20for%20Aspiring%20Musicians.pdf
https://dissertation.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InFtUFwvSnhYK0NsZkdtSVRBK3Z1WnBUQndHTTdYR3ppXC8yaUliZkdmcWh2M3dnNUROQ0VlQ3NLTWZFTkJlWG93ZGd1UG9VaXRPZzBpcCsrNlpKRG1wRkNZUzRxanNcL0ZWM1dMdWoyblZvVDBOalwvS3Q1WVwvK3p3ZUxkVExibmtvSHpVR3lsTzZWQU1qTFp2V01VT1dkR3c0YUE3eHMzMkk3T0ZkT1o4RnFTcklHS1lJOUNjWkhNYiswRVwvaEhVREx6UmptN0d0MURnZHJZTFM4TWFpZmhCNXc9PSIsIml2IjoiZDMxNWUzMjI3Nzc1YjcxNmE2NTQ3ZmVlYWJlMmE2MDMiLCJzIjoiNDc3ZDMxNWFiODEyNDYyOCJ9

