Margaret of Anjou: The Intriguing Queen in the
Wars of the Roses

The Wars of the Roses, a tumultuous period in English history, witnessed
the rise and fall of various figures. Among them was Margaret of Anjou, a
fascinating and enigmatic queen who played a significant role in shaping
the course of the conflict. Her strong character, political acumen, and
unyielding determination left an enduring mark on English history.

Early Life and Marriage

Margaret was born in 1430 in Souzay, Anjou, France, to René |, Duke of
Anjou, and Isabella of Lorraine. She was raised in a cultured and politically
active court, which nurtured her intelligence and ambition. In 1445, at the
age of fifteen, she married King Henry VI of England, a union that was
designed to strengthen the alliance between the two countries.
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Arrival in England and Coronation

Margaret's arrival in England was met with great fanfare. She was crowned
queen at Westminster Abbey in 1445, and her beauty and elegance
captivated the court. However, her strong-willed personality and her active
involvement in politics soon alienated many of the English nobles. She
formed a close bond with Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somerset, who
became her trusted advisor and confidant.

Political Intrigues and Ambitions

Margaret was a woman of great ambition and political savvy. She realized
that Henry VI, a weak and indecisive king, was easily manipulated. She
used her influence to promote her own supporters and sideline those who
opposed her. Her actions sparked increasing resentment among the
English nobility, particularly the powerful Duke of York, Richard
Plantagenet.

Outbreak of the Wars of the Roses

The tensions between the Yorkists and Lancastrians (who supported Henry
VI) escalated, and in 1455, the first battle of the Wars of the Roses was
fought at St. Albans. Margaret played a pivotal role in the conflict, rallying
support for her husband and leading armies into battle. She became known
for her ferocity and determination, earning the nickname "The She-Wolf of
France".

Loss of Power and Exile
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The Lancastrian cause suffered a series of setbacks, and in 1461, Edward
IV of the Yorkist faction was crowned king. Margaret and Henry VI fled to
Scotland, where they sought refuge. However, they eventually regrouped
and returned to England in 1470, hoping to regain the throne.

Battle of Tewkesbury and Death

The Yorkists met the Lancastrians at the Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471.
Margaret's son, Edward of Westminster, was killed in the battle, and her
army was routed. She was captured and taken prisoner by Edward IV.
Margaret spent the rest of her life in exile, first in France and then in Anjou.
She died in 1482, never seeing her beloved England again.

Legacy and Impact

Margaret of Anjou remains a captivating figure in English history. Her
strength, determination, and political ambition shaped the course of the
Wars of the Roses. She was a woman of contradictions, capable of great
love and loyalty, but also of ruthless ambition and intrigue. Her legacy as
the "She-Wolf of France" reflects her fierce spirit and the enduring impact
she made on English history.

Margaret of Anjou was a formidable queen whose influence on the Wars of
the Roses was profound. Her political acumen, unyielding determination,
and military prowess made her a force to be reckoned with. While her
ambition and loyalty to her husband ultimately led to her downfall, her
legacy as a complex and fascinating figure continues to captivate historians
and enthusiasts of English history to this day.
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