
Incentivized Losing: A Threat to the Integrity
of Our Major Professional Sports

The world of professional sports is a highly competitive one, where athletes
strive to achieve victory and glory. However, in recent years, there has
been a growing trend of incentivized losing, where teams or individuals
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intentionally underperform in order to gain a perceived advantage in future
competitions. This practice undermines the integrity of our major
professional sports and has a number of negative consequences.
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What is Incentivized Losing?

Incentivized losing occurs when a team or individual deliberately loses a
game or competition in order to gain a perceived advantage in a future
event. This can be done for a variety of reasons, such as to improve draft
position, secure a more favorable playoff matchup, or avoid relegation to a
lower division.

In some cases, incentivized losing may be tacitly accepted or even
encouraged by league officials. For example, in the National Football
League (NFL),teams that finish with a poor record are awarded higher draft
picks in the following year's draft. This can create a perverse incentive for
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teams to lose games in order to improve their chances of drafting a top
player.

Consequences of Incentivized Losing

Incentivized losing has a number of negative consequences for our major
professional sports. First and foremost, it undermines the integrity of the
game. When fans know that a team is not playing to win, it diminishes the
excitement and spectacle of the event. It also creates a sense of
unfairness, as teams that play by the rules are at a disadvantage against
those that are willing to cheat.

Second, incentivized losing can create a culture of cynicism and distrust.
When fans believe that teams are not playing to win, they are less likely to
believe anything that the league or its officials say. This can erode public
confidence in the sport and make it difficult to attract new fans.

Third, incentivized losing can damage the reputation of the athletes
involved. When athletes are caught throwing games or intentionally
underperforming, it tarnishes their image and makes it difficult for them to
be respected by fans and fellow athletes alike. This can damage their
careers and make it difficult for them to find employment after their playing
days are over.

Solutions to Incentivized Losing

There are a number of solutions that can be implemented to address the
problem of incentivized losing. First, league officials need to take a strong
stand against the practice and make it clear that it will not be tolerated. This
can be done by imposing strict penalties on teams and individuals who are
caught throwing games or intentionally underperforming.



Second, leagues need to create a system that rewards teams for winning
and punishes them for losing. This can be done by creating a more
balanced schedule, reducing the number of draft picks that are awarded to
teams with poor records, and increasing the penalties for teams that are
caught cheating.

Third, fans need to demand more from their teams and leagues. When fans
make it clear that they will not tolerate incentivized losing, it will create
pressure on teams and leagues to change their ways. This can be done by
boycotting games, writing letters to league officials, and speaking out on
social media.

Incentivized losing is a serious threat to the integrity of our major
professional sports. It undermines the game, creates a culture of cynicism
and distrust, and damages the reputation of the athletes involved. League
officials, teams, and fans all need to work together to address this problem
and ensure that our sports are played fairly and with integrity.
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