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“Democracy in America” is the seminal work of political scientist and
historian Alexis de Tocqueville. Published in 1835 and based on his
observations during his travels in the United States, the book provides a
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detailed analysis of American society, politics, and culture. Tocqueville’s
insights into the nature of democracy and its potential for both good and
evil have had a profound influence on political thought and practice ever

since.
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Volume lI: Equality in America

In Volume Il of “Democracy in America,” Tocqueville focuses on the concept
of equality in America. He argues that equality is a fundamental
characteristic of American society, and that it has a profound impact on all
aspects of American life. Tocqueville identifies several factors that have
contributed to the development of equality in America, including the
country’s vast size, its lack of a feudal past, and its democratic political
system.

Tocqueville also discusses the potential dangers of equality. He argues that
equality can lead to a decline in social cohesion, a loss of individual
freedom, and a rise in materialism. However, Tocqueville ultimately
believes that the benefits of equality outweigh the risks. He argues that
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equality is essential for the preservation of democracy, and that it is a
necessary condition for human progress.

Tocqueville’s Legacy

“Democracy in America” remains one of the most important works of
political thought ever written. Tocqueville’s insights into the nature of
democracy and its potential for both good and evil are still relevant today.
The book is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand American
society and politics.

Further Reading

= Democracy in America on Amazon
= Democracy in America on Project Gutenberg

= Democracy in America at the Library of Congress
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