
Applications of Asian Critical Race Theory to
Resist Marginalization: A Comprehensive
Guide
Asian Critical Race Theory (ACRT) is a burgeoning field of study that
examines the unique experiences of Asian American and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) communities within the broader context of racial inequality. Building
upon the foundations of Critical Race Theory, ACRT scholars argue that
AAPI communities face distinct forms of oppression and marginalization
that are often overlooked or misunderstood.

This article explores the theoretical underpinnings of ACRT and its practical
applications in various domains, including education, criminal justice,
healthcare, and labor markets. Through concrete examples and case
studies, we demonstrate how ACRT can empower AAPI communities to
challenge systemic racism and achieve greater equity and inclusion.
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Theoretical Foundations of ACRT

ACRT is rooted in the following core principles:

Race is a social construct that is used to justify and maintain
systems of power and oppression.

Racism is a pervasive and systemic problem that affects all
aspects of society, including education, criminal justice,
healthcare, and labor markets.

AAPI communities experience unique forms of racism and
marginalization that are often overlooked or misunderstood.

ACRT provides a framework for understanding and challenging
the marginalization of AAPI communities and for developing
strategies to achieve greater equity and inclusion.

Applications of ACRT

ACRT has been applied to a wide range of issues affecting AAPI
communities, including:

Education: ACRT has been used to challenge the "model minority"
myth and to advocate for more equitable educational opportunities for
AAPI students.

Criminal justice: ACRT has been used to expose racial profiling and
discrimination in the criminal justice system and to advocate for fairer
treatment of AAPI defendants and prisoners.
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Healthcare: ACRT has been used to document the disparities in
healthcare access and quality that AAPI patients face and to advocate
for more culturally competent healthcare services.

Labor markets: ACRT has been used to challenge the occupational
segregation and wage discrimination that AAPI workers face and to
advocate for more equitable employment opportunities.

Case Studies

The following case studies illustrate how ACRT has been applied to
address specific issues affecting AAPI communities:

Education: In 2014, the Asian American Legal Defense and Education
Fund (AALDEF) filed a lawsuit against the New York City Department
of Education, alleging that the city's admissions policies for specialized
high schools discriminated against AAPI students. The lawsuit was
successful, and the city agreed to change its admissions policies.

Criminal justice: In 2017, the Asian Pacific American Legal Center
(APALC) filed a class-action lawsuit against the San Francisco Police
Department, alleging that the department engaged in racial profiling
against AAPI drivers. The lawsuit is ongoing.

Healthcare: In 2018, the National Asian Pacific American Center on
Aging (NAPACA) released a report documenting the disparities in
healthcare access and quality that AAPI elders face. The report called
for more culturally competent healthcare services for AAPI elders.

Labor markets: In 2019, the Asian American Federation of Labor
(AFL) released a report documenting the occupational segregation and



wage discrimination that AAPI workers face. The report called for more
equitable employment opportunities for AAPI workers.

Empowerment and Resistance

ACRT provides AAPI communities with a powerful framework for
understanding and challenging the marginalization they face. By exposing
the systemic nature of racism, ACRT empowers AAPI communities to
advocate for change.

ACRT also provides AAPI communities with strategies for resistance. By
challenging the "model minority" myth, ACRT helps to break down
stereotypes and to build solidarity among AAPI communities. By
documenting the disparities that AAPI communities face, ACRT helps to
raise awareness of the need for change.

Asian Critical Race Theory is a vital tool for understanding and challenging
the marginalization of Asian American and Pacific Islander communities. By
providing a theoretical framework and practical strategies for resistance,
ACRT empowers AAPI communities to fight for equity and inclusion.

As ACRT continues to grow and develop, it will undoubtedly play an
increasingly important role in the struggle for a more just and equitable
society.
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