
Aircraft Dispatcher Practical Test Standards
FAA 8081.10D Changes: A Comprehensive
Guide
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has recently released updated
Practical Test Standards (PTS) for Aircraft Dispatchers in FAA Order
8081.10D. These revised standards aim to ensure that aircraft dispatchers
possess the necessary knowledge, skills, and abilities to perform their
critical role in the safe and efficient operation of aircraft. This article
provides a thorough overview of the key changes introduced by FAA
8081.10D, offering valuable insights for aspiring and experienced aircraft
dispatchers alike.

Overview of Changes

FAA 8081.10D incorporates several significant changes compared to the
previous version, FAA 8081.10C. These changes are designed to align with
industry best practices, technological advancements, and evolving
regulatory requirements. The major updates include:
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* Incorporation of NextGen Procedures: The new PTS reflects the
integration of NextGen procedures, such as Required Navigation
Performance (RNP),Performance-Based Navigation (PBN),and Data
Communications (Data Comm),into aircraft dispatch operations. *
Emphasis on Risk Management: The revised PTS places greater
emphasis on risk management principles, requiring dispatchers to identify,
assess, and mitigate potential risks throughout the dispatch process. *
Enhanced Crew Resource Management (CRM) Skills: The updated
standards underscore the importance of effective CRM skills for
dispatchers, including communication, teamwork, and situational
awareness. * Updated Technology and Automation Standards: FAA
8081.10D incorporates new standards related to the use of modern
technology and automation in dispatch operations, including electronic
flight planning and weather information systems. * Revised Performance
Objectives and Scoring Criteria: The PTS has undergone a
comprehensive review of performance objectives and scoring criteria,
ensuring that they accurately reflect the required competencies for aircraft
dispatchers.

Key Focus Areas

The FAA 8081.10D changes highlight several key focus areas for aircraft
dispatchers, including:

* Pre-Flight Planning: Dispatchers must demonstrate proficiency in
developing and coordinating pre-flight plans that adhere to regulatory
requirements and optimize flight safety and efficiency. * In-Flight Decision-
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Making: The PTS emphasizes the dispatcher's role in making informed in-
flight decisions based on real-time weather, airspace, and operational
information. * Contingency Planning: Dispatchers are required to develop
and implement contingency plans to address potential disruptions or
emergencies during flight operations. * Crew Coordination: The revised
standards highlight the importance of effective coordination with flight
crews, maintenance personnel, and other stakeholders to ensure smooth
and safe flight operations. * Recordkeeping: Dispatchers must maintain
accurate and comprehensive records of all flight-related activities, including
flight plans, weather briefings, and contingency plans.

Benefits of the Changes

The implementation of FAA 8081.10D offers numerous benefits, such as:

* Enhanced Safety: The revised standards promote a culture of safety by
emphasizing risk management and contingency planning, minimizing the
likelihood of incidents or accidents. * Improved Efficiency: The integration
of NextGen procedures and technology streamlines dispatch operations,
reducing delays and increasing airspace efficiency. * Increased
Professionalism: The updated PTS establishes clear expectations and
performance standards for aircraft dispatchers, fostering professionalism
and enhancing their standing within the aviation industry. * Better
Prepared Graduates: The revised standards ensure that aircraft
dispatcher training programs align with current industry practices,
producing highly skilled and competent graduates. * Harmonization with
International Standards: FAA 8081.10D aligns with international
standards, facilitating global collaboration and the seamless exchange of
information among aviation professionals.



Preparation Strategies

To prepare for the FAA 8081.10D Practical Test, aircraft dispatchers should
consider the following strategies:

* Review the Changes: Thoroughly familiarize yourself with the specific
changes introduced in FAA 8081.10D, focusing on the key focus areas
discussed earlier. * Update Training Materials: Ensure that your training
materials, including textbooks, manuals, and online resources, reflect the
revised PTS standards. * Practice Application: Practice applying the
updated standards in simulated or real-world dispatch scenarios to build
proficiency and confidence. * Seek Expert Guidance: Consider seeking
guidance from experienced aircraft dispatchers or certified flight instructors
who can provide insights and share best practices. * Stay Informed:
Monitor industry publications and official FAA resources for updates and
clarifications related to the new PTS.

The FAA 8081.10D Practical Test Standards represent a significant
advancement in aircraft dispatcher training and evaluation. By embracing
NextGen procedures, emphasizing risk management, and enhancing CRM
skills, the revised standards ensure that aircraft dispatchers are equipped
with the knowledge and abilities to meet the evolving demands of the
aviation industry. Aspiring and experienced aircraft dispatchers are
encouraged to familiarize themselves with the changes, update their
training materials, and practice application to prepare for a successful
Practical Test and a rewarding career in aircraft dispatching.
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