21 Things You May Not Know About the Indian
Act

The Indian Act, enacted in 1876, is a complex piece of legislation that has
had a profound impact on the lives of Indigenous peoples in Canada. Here
are 21 things you may not know about this pivotal document:
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1. The Indian Act defined who was considered an "Indian"

Under the Indian Act, an "Indian" was defined as a person who was a
member of an Indigenous band or who had the legal status of an Indian.
This definition excluded many Indigenous people who did not live on
reserves or who had lost their status through enfranchisement.
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2. The Indian Act created Indian reserves

The Indian Act set aside certain areas of land as Indian reserves, which
were intended to be the permanent homes of Indigenous peoples.
Reserves were often located in remote and undesirable areas, and they
were often too small to support the growing Indigenous population.
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The Indian Act created Indian reserves, which were intended to be the permanent
homes of Indigenous peoples. Reserves were often located in remote and
undesirable areas, and they were often too small to support the growing Indigenous
population.

3. The Indian Act controlled many aspects of Indigenous life

The Indian Act gave the Canadian government extensive control over the
lives of Indigenous peoples. The Act controlled everything from who could
live on reserves to who could receive Indian status. It also gave the
government the power to take children away from their families and place
them in residential schools.
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4. The Indian Act was amended many times

The Indian Act has been amended many times since it was first enacted.
These amendments have changed the Act in a number of ways, including
expanding the definition of Indian and giving Indigenous peoples more
control over their own affairs.

5. The Indian Act is still in force today

The Indian Act is still in force today, although it has been significantly
amended over the years. The Act continues to have a major impact on the
lives of Indigenous peoples in Canada.

6. The Indian Act has been controversial
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The Indian Act has been controversial since its inception. Critics of the Act
argue that it is discriminatory and that it has been used to oppress
Indigenous peoples. Supporters of the Act argue that it is necessary to
protect the rights of Indigenous peoples and to ensure that they have a
place in Canadian society.

7. The Indian Act has been challenged in court

The Indian Act has been challenged in court on numerous occasions. In
1999, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the Act was discriminatory
in some respects. The Court's ruling led to a number of changes to the Act,
but it is still in force today.

8. The Indian Act is a complex document

The Indian Act is a complex document that is difficult to understand. The
Act is full of legal jargon and it is often amended, which makes it even more
difficult to comprehend.

9. The Indian Act has a significant impact on Indigenous peoples

The Indian Act has a significant impact on the lives of Indigenous peoples
in Canada. The Act controls everything from who can live on reserves to
who can receive Indian status. It also gives the Canadian government the
power to take children away from their families and place them in
residential schools.

10. The Indian Act is a reminder of the history of colonialism in
Canada

The Indian Act is a reminder of the history of colonialism in Canada. The
Act was created by the Canadian government as a way to control



Indigenous peoples and to assimilate them into Canadian society. The Act
has had a devastating impact on Indigenous peoples, and it continues to be
a source of controversy today.

11. The Indian Act is a work in progress

The Indian Act is a work in progress. The Act has been amended many
times over the years, and it is likely to continue to be amended in the
future. The goal of these amendments is to make the Act more fair and just
for Indigenous peoples.

12. The Indian Act is a part of Canadian history

The Indian Act is a part of Canadian history. The Act has had a major
impact on the lives of Indigenous peoples in Canada, and it continues to be
a source of debate today. The Act is a reminder of the history of colonialism
in Canada, and it is a challenge to all Canadians to work towards a more
just and equitable society.

13. The Indian Act has been criticized for its assimilationist policies

The Indian Act has been criticized for its assimilationist policies. These
policies were designed to assimilate Indigenous peoples into Canadian
society, and they often involved the suppression of Indigenous culture and
language. The assimilationist policies of the Indian Act have had a
devastating impact on Indigenous peoples, and they continue to be a
source of pain and resentment today.

14. The Indian Act has been criticized for its paternalistic approach

The Indian Act has also been criticized for its paternalistic approach. The
Act treats Indigenous peoples as children who need to be protected and



guided by the Canadian government. This paternalistic approach has
undermined the self-determination of Indigenous peoples, and it has
contributed to the dependency of Indigenous communities on the Canadian
government.

15. The Indian Act has been criticized for its discriminatory provisions

The Indian Act has also been criticized for its discriminatory provisions.
These provisions have created a two-tier system of citizenship in Canada,
with Indigenous peoples having fewer rights and privileges than non-
Indigenous citizens. The discriminatory provisions of the Indian Act have
perpetuated the marginalization of Indigenous peoples, and they continue
to be a source of discrimination today.

16. The Indian Act has been criticized for its role in the residential
school system

The Indian Act played a key role in the establishment and operation of the
residential school system. The Act authorized the government to remove
Indigenous children from their families and communities and place them in
residential schools. The residential school system was a horrific experience
for Indigenous children, and it has left a lasting legacy of trauma and
abuse.

17. The Indian Act has been criticized for its role in the Six Nations
land claims dispute

The Indian Act has also been criticized for its role in the Six Nations land
claims dispute. The Six Nations are a group of Indigenous peoples who
have been fighting for the return of their traditional lands in Ontario. The
Indian Act has been used to justify the government's refusal to return these
lands
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